
Department of Transport and Main Roads

Captain Cook Highway, Cairns CBD to Smithfield, Upgrade — Preliminary master plan (concept only) 

 Proposed Stage 1, Florence Street to Aeroglen Drive
 Proposed future upgrades (Stages)

Legend
 New off-road cycleway
 New roadside bike lane 

 New shared pathway
 New island and medians

 New bridges
 New bus stops

 Realigned cane rail
Concept layout — subject to change, locations are approximate.
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The Stage 1 project will ease congestion north of Airport Avenue to 
Holloways Beach by upgrading seven key intersections between 
Florence Street and Aeroglen Drive and six laning Sheridan Street 
north of Grove Street. 

Cairns Airport

Stage 1, Florence Street to Aeroglen Drive

Signalise Bunda Street / Martyn Street

Upgrade Florence Street, McLeod Street and Sheridan 
Street intersections with additional lanes

Signalise Minnie Street

Additional turning lanes at 
Upward Street and Grove 

Street

Four-lane upgrade of James Street

Upgrade signalised intersection at 
James Street

Signalise Smith Street

Upgrade signalised intersection at 
Lily Street and Arthur Street with 
four northbound lanes and three 

southbound

Unsignalised turning 
movements across Sheridan 

Street at Rutherford Street 
removed for safety

Upgrade Sheridan Street to six lanes 
north of Grove Street

Unsignalised turning movements 
across Sheridan Street at McKenzie 

Street removed for safety

Signalise Collins Avenue 
and relocate pedestrian 

crossing

Upgrade signalised intersection 
at Airport Avenue with four 

southbound lanes and three 
northbound

Upgrade Arnold Street signals to six lanes

New signalised intersection 
onto Arnold Street East

New bridges at Barron River with three 
lanes north and southbound

Upgrade Machans Beach and 
Holloways Beach intersections

New bridges at Thomatis Creek 
with three lanes north and 

southbound

Upgrade of Captain Cook 
Highway to six lanes between 
Aeroglen Drive and Smithfield 

Bypass

Realignment of highway for safer road 
geometry and improved flood immunity

Upgrade Yorkeys Knob 
intersection

New heavy vehicle 
breakdown area

New dedicated cycleway 
bridge at Thomatis Creek

Realignment of cane rail

New dedicated cycleway

Remove vehicle access to 
Whitfield Street

New bridges at Saltwater Creek 
with four southbound lanes and 

three northbound 

Upgrade Aeroglen Drive 
signalised intersection with 
four southbound lanes and 

three northbound

New signalised intersections 
onto Kenny Street from Bunda 

Street and Dutton Street

New dedicated cycleway 
bridge at Barron River


